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1. Ditroduotion

" fhe resistance novement in Poland can be divided roughly 'into two groups: !
‘the Partisans, who favor dirsct, armed resistance to the Govermment through
: guerrillawarfares and the conspiratorial Underground,e broader but loosoly
i . “orgenized movemsnt which prefors to act indirsctly through propazanda
" aud infiitrabion of goveramentel sgoncies. e
" Ae Folitioal Composition of the Resistance - " J
ST el ‘ il

1. Politically, the Resistance includes all elemsnts ranging from

... ¥he snti-Stalinlst to the reactionary groups. Generally, the

" extremists, particularly the Right extremicts, are strongsr "

_ among the Partisan formationz, while the modemtésr‘éﬂ_libe_ml‘s '
- are mor aly to be found in the Undevgriunde. 50X1-HUM'

- i LR
S L&&ergrouﬁdmnts no reburn to the conditiona of 1939 -
.. gloser politi~ally Lo the moderate soclalist and land reform
program of ¥ikoh josyk end the Polish Peasant Party (PSL).
There are innumsrable exceptions to and variations from this
: gensral pattern, to say nothing of thoss pseudo-Partisan '
i .7 bands which, although they profess to identify themselves
DU with one snbi-Government faction or another, must be considered
©1"sg, purely bandit groups with no political objectives whatever .

. B. Leadershi
s W PREATRE R IE L i ' i v'i;f

1. _ Neilther the Partisane nor the Undergrouad have a unified central
authority with well defined and universally accepted cbjectives.

‘ © With o over-all leadership, the Polish Resisbance is composed
S of rumerous differing factions which have in common ¢énly thelr
.. .y opposition to the ourrent rsgime and to the Soviets. o
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‘ The largest and most important groups, such as N§Z

Kational Armed Forces) and WIN (Freedom end Independence) are

2 1ndgpendent however, and have their own headquarters in Foland,

. To thege latter groups belong also the numerous guerriila bands
_which owe allegiance solsly to their own chieftains. sharp

,,dm.yn,ot;ong betweom internally-led factions and those con-

“trolled from abroad cannc’ however, be made: |

’l

“Govornment Agonoiea Cmbatinﬁtl’s Resistanoo

Tho I‘ollowing agencies are oonoorned with anti-Rasistanoe uperationu

watalska (Polioe) and
tolslm (Voltmtary Polico)

and o porform ordinary ‘police f\mctiom and have no authority _

i '”111 political matters. They are, thersfore, only occasicnally in-
" volved in anti-Partisan operations, and have even less to do with
cmbating tho Undergromd.

., Urud Bezgieczemtua Pubnomcgo (Public Security)

L‘I‘he ﬂﬁl’, 111:0 tho I.ND. acts as a highor polioo o.{;en A and 1: chargad

with the detection and dsstructinn of internal political opposition.
It is thus more concerned with the suppression of the Underground
.ths.n with i‘ield oporationq againat the Partisans.

3; ‘_ _‘iovmy Zarzad InformoL (Intelligenoo Sorvioo)

'v‘vhih the UBP ib concerned with su'bversive political ucﬁivity in
~genera1. the CI orgens of the Ini’omacja are interssted in the
Mm1:,9;1‘00 primrily because some of its elements not only receive
terial support from abroed but grovido asgistance to foreign
n

i-Polish and anti-Soviet operations.

: S'intelligenea agencies in their a

Mv

4, Korgus Fazgieczans‘hwu "Iownetrzne.a_ (Internal Seourity Gorps)

The burden of anti.-Pa.rb san operatiozm in the field falis on the

KBW, & woll-oquipped and politiocnlly reliable elite formtion

which resembles the Waffen $S or the VD Internal Troops. The

EBW is organized in motorized regiments and indopendent battallions
. f!tra.‘begically stationed throughou‘a Pola.nda

The A takea part in wti-»?artisan i‘ighting only as & last rasort
my where Partisan strength is too great to bs dealt with by
or UBP. One regson for not committing the Army against the
. 8ans except when abtolutely necosaary is the questionable po-
*.Iitiw 1 reliability of ‘the rank and file, who often sympathirs with

arage this practioo the Ceneral Staff issued
‘the death penalty i‘or those who surrendered t

1sam. _

| Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/24 - CIA-RDP82-00457R000500200011-6

istqnoo and allow themselves to be disarmed without a rp;bm'gie. ’

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM



? ] E i e L s &nyfﬁﬁmﬁ
DecIaSS|f|ed |n Part Sanltlzed Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/24 CIA- RDP82 00457R000 00200011-6 - - rizd!
: . CaNTRAL INTZLLINZNCS npoup

-3 ) ;;

2

II. The Fartisons
As  Organization

1. There is no staadard orpanlzatlon for rartisan formatlons. Th» larger
' groups, such as that of Szary (ses below), are well led and highly
organized, whéreas smaller banls may be cuite without formal orqanlzatlon.
2. The leaders of rartisan bands —- particulerly NSZ nroups -- are frequently
professional oificers of the old Polish Apmy, with lons experience in
- i guerrilla fishting.

3. ‘The composition of the ranks is hetsroszesneous. Although some jofn as a.
. result of politicgl conviction, some to escspe the authorities £nd others
for excitement and adventure, there are those attracted by mercenary 50X1-HUM
considerations. ‘

4. In some areas Lhere exists a type ol bartisan "mobilization" by which men
" are called up to serve for a month or two with one of the iforest-
detachments.

B. Strength

It is difficult to make even an approxlmatn estimate of Partzsan strenpth.
' On the basis of information at hand, however, it is felt that 40,000 to
50,000 men would be a reasonablc approximnation for the autumn of 1946,

v

C uouigment

1. The Partlganu pencrally wear captured Polish Army unlforms aﬂd are in-
distinguishoble from recular soldiers, except that they wear the crowned
eagzle on the cap instead of the crownless eaale of thu preseat reglme.

2. The Partisans are unlvcrually well armeo, mostly with eutomdtlc and semi-
automatic weapons. lost of these arms are of Germen origin, but many of
Soviet nTnufacture have been captured from the Soviet and Polish military |
forces.

3. Some Partisans units have rndlo eaulpment which, 1050X1|4Uhﬂ

securlty reasons, is used sparinsly. The larger formations have such
heavy equipment as mortars, light artlllery, and motor vehlcles.

Do uggl!

1, The procurement of supplles appears to preseat no problem. matever
cannot be obtained in any other way is sotten by holdlqp up trains and
lootinp public warehouses.

L ReLagigns w1§h ggg Civil ngulatlon

Hany people, while sympathizine with the Partisaas in prlnc¢p1e, deprucate
thelr activities on the srounds that they cause senseless bloodshed and will
accomplish no permanent mood. In such regions as fizeszdw, Bialystok, Lublin,
-and the Sﬁiatokrzyskle sountains —- where Fartisan activity is strongest --
~the population is as much controlled by the Partisans as by the Sovernment.
There, sven those elements which otherwise would be inimical are kept in

"line by fear of the Partisans.

é - P, Ldegt;ilgg ﬁa;tlgag‘crougs

In addition to those aroupings listed below, there are numeroﬁs iocal pands,

v
T
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of varyine strengths, which are sometimes nameless, and sometimes identified
only by the noms de oquerre of their chiefs.

1.

b,

70

G. Areas

Armja Krajowa (Home Army)

The AKX, which included all politiecal eroups except the Corrunists, no
lonmer exists as an organization. Its merbers have joined other Partisan
or Under~round sroups, associuted tihemselves with the legal opposition
perties, or ~one over to the Tovernment.

Armia ludowa (I'eople's Army)

The AL was the Communist-sponsored "official" resistance rroup which
beran its activity only after the German attack on the Soviet Union.
5ince the defeat of Germany and the coming to power in Poland of a
Communist=-dominated sovernment, it has ceased to exist.

Rataliony ChXopskie (Peasant Battalions)

The BCH, as its name indicates, was a peasant Hesistance organization
associated with IlikoZajezyk's PSL (Polskie Strounictwo Ludowe )during
the ferman occupation. It no longer exists.

'
Narodowe Silv Zbroine (ational Armed Forces)

The NSZ appsars to be the larsest of th=z orvanized llesistance groups.
Politically, it stands on the extreme 2isht, havin~ developed chizfly
out of such pre-war elements as the ONR and the Stronnictwo Narodowe
(National Party) —- now outlawed. Althoush the NSZ officizlly deplores
mistreatment of the Jews, it has b cn responsible for anti-Semitic
axcesses in a number of cases. The head of the W3Z in Poland is
reliably reported to be Bolesfaw Piasecki, successor to the late
Stanisfaw Piasecki (no relation). Its military head is reported to

be Colonel Andrzej Rutkowski (not identical with Colonel ilutkowski,
Chisf of Informacja).

liolnodc” i NiepodleoYode (Freedom and Independence)

Next to the N3Z (to which it is similar politically) WIN is considered
the larrest Partisan orgznization.

Polska Armia iyzwolenia (Polish Army of Liberation)S0X1-HUM 50X1-HUM

The AW is a numerieally insignificantgroup‘
| Claims have been made that the AW has from 300,000
to 400,000 oreanized troops with reserves of over & million, and that
it is the successor to the AK,

50X1-HUM
Comment: There has been no confirmation of these exapgerated
estimates, and they seem to be the proiuct of wishful thinking

Yojiska Powstancze (Insureent Troops) 50X1-HUM

Onz of the smaller iishtist Partisan groups.

of Partisan dctivity

There
it is
iteo,

is Partisan activity of one sort or another throurhout Poland, but
concentrated in terrain which affords protection and concealment,
in areas which are iforesled or mountainous or both., Thus, the

Partisans are stronsest in the northeasst, the southeast, along the Polishe
Slnvak border, and in the Fielee area of ceatral Foland. The following is a
more detailed account of activities by repions.

(i ?‘M
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1. Hastern Poland

a) Biafystok Area

Between Bialystok and Drest-Litovsk lies the Pusacze Biefowieska,
one of the larsest forests in Poland. There are numerous Partisan
bands in the Torest, and the Government has kept large military
forces consbantly in the area. Vhen, however, larpe~-scale punitive
expeditions are undertaken against them, the Partisans withdraw
across the new Soviet-Polish border, which bisects the forest.
Northwest of Biafystok, in the area between Fomza and the former
kast Prussian frontier, are strong, well-armed Partisan formations.
One report estimated Partisan strength in this area at 10,000 but
this is considered exapperated. Durine the summer and early
antumn of 1946 elements of the Polish 18th Infantry Division (HQ
BiaYystok) were committed against the Partisans in this area.

b) Lublin-Przemysl fArea

Since the war, many of the surviving peasants from this devastated
area have ressttled in the newly-acquired western territories.
Others, as much from economic necessity as from politic¢al conviction,
have joined the Partisans whose detachments are particularly strong
and well orpanized in the forests of this re~ion. The affiliation
of these detachments is not known. 3o far, the only one ideniified
is a WIN group, one of whose W/T sets was captured near Rzeszow in
Septembar 1945.

That the Partisans are present in strength is evidenced by the heavy
troop concentrations in the Lublin-Przemysl area. Interrogations of
demobilized officers and men of the Polish Army showed that the 3rd
Infantry Division and elemerts of the lst, 5th, 9th, and 13th Infantry
Divisions took part in anti-Partisan fighting in this resion during
the summer and autumn of 1946. ‘ g

Not only are Government military and security forces engaged in a
continual campaien apainst the Polish Partisans in this area, but
they must fight off constantly the raids and incursiong of the
Ukrainian Partisans, who freely cross the new Soviet-Polish frontier.

20 Southern Poland, between the San River and Silesia

Partisan activity is strong throughout the entire area between Przemyﬁl
and Cracow, particularly in the foothills of the Beskides Mountains
alonz the Polish~Slovak border.

Just as there is a cortain tacit collaboration with the Ukrainians, the
Partisans in this area are assured of, at least, the sympathy of the
unrecongtructed Slovaks.

a) Sanck Area

There are several known Partisan formations operating along the
upper reaches of the San liiver, between Sanok and Rostoki fdrne.
The strongest of them, the Zebeda group, is reported to number
between five and ten thousand men, and is well armed with infantry
weapons, 1isht artillery, end mortars. Ia a battle with a Zebeda
detachment near Senok in June 1946, Goverament troops captured two
Marle IV tanks. '

b) farnow frea

A Partisan group led by a certain Captain Kabat has been identified
in this area. Kabat, whose brother is Denuty “avor of GCracow, is a
professional soldier:

"

&:Ui\fﬂuug i i

.
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¢) Nowy Targ=~iowy Sacz Ares

There are many Partisan units in this ares, which is ons oI the most
rmountainous in I'oland. So far, only four or {ive Fartisza groups
totalling 500 men led by a certain Paszek (alias "~nius") have been
identified. '

d) Cieszyn (Teschen) srea

Two proups have been ideatified which operate between Cieszyn and
Pszczyna, The strength of these sroups is not known, but their
leaders use the aliases of "Fiorun" and “iichura" respectively.

3. Central Poland
a) The Rory Swietokrzyskie
I
Lying between Kielce and Opatsw, the area of the Gary Swietokrzyskie,

or Holy Cross Mountains, is wild aad uninhabited, with peaks rising
to 2,000 feet. Throughout the war it was an AK stronghold, and it

is still the headquTrLgrs4Q£4SZQLXLAQQQAQEALHQAQQ§&Aﬂamous Partisan
leaders in Poland. former deputy to

the UBP Cormandant of the Kielce area, Szary's [orces number betwesn

7,000 and 8,000 men. 50X1-HUM

Forces combatine the Partisans in this area are thz provincial district
and local URF and spscial KDY units, as well as components of the 2nd
Infantry Division.

b) Czestochowa irea

Several Partisen bands are known to be operatin~ in the hilly region
southeast of Jzestochowa and in the Lasy Tublinieckie (Lubliniec lioods)
between Czestochowa and Cpole (Oppeln). The leader of one of them is
reported to be a woman.

¢) Wislun-KonSkie Area

In this area, north of Czestochowa, Lhere are several strong Partisan
bands. In the summer of.1946 they occupi:d Radomsko for two days

and disarmsd the local UBP and two companies of the éth Infantry
Resiment which were stationed there at ths tims. as a resplt, a.
number of officers and men were tried by courts martial for permitting
themselves to be disarmed. Four officers were condemned to death, and
many enlisted men were sentenced to long prison terms.

la Polish Pomeranias

Strong *artisan concentrations have been reported north of Bydgoszez
(Bromberg) in the Tuchola Forest (Bory Tucholski), but there has been no
confirmation of this information.

"5, Other Areas
There have been no reports of Fartisan activity north of larsaw.
The newly-accuired territcries east of the Oder and in dast Prussia
seem relatively free from Partisan activity. This is explained by the
strict regimentation of the new Polish settlers and their prescceupation
with problems of adjustment in their new homes.

~. Attitude of the Soviets

Soviet units in Poland ere forbidden to participate in battles aguinst the
Partisans. Cnly if they are attacked may they defend themselves. Jven whien
the Polish authiorities call on the Soviets for help, the answer is always,

T

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/24 : CIA-RDP82-00457R000500200011-6

E;#; CRERE R o I IF



Dgclassified in Pe}'rt - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/24 : CIA-RDP82-00457R000500200011-6
s e s 50X1-HUM
C4dTRAL INTLLLIZANGE ZRCUP
-

myithout specific instructions from Moscow we cannot jJoin you"; this, in
spite of the faet that many members of the Soviet irmy, amone them high
olficers, have been killed by the Fartisans. Sucii special units ag the IVD
have arsater authority und a freer hand to eazage in anti-Partisan combat,
but even they rarely become involved.

I1. The Underground

A Orieins

One reason for the early popularity of the Partisins was the general belief
amon~ Poles at home as well as abroad that war between the Soviet Union ond
the Western Allies would break out at any time and that, therefore, Pariisan
activity apainst the tlarsaw Government and the Soviets would hasten the

down fall of these resimes and pave the way for the armies of the Vest.

In the eishtesn months following the end of the war, these hopes grew
constantly di=mer until finally it was reslized that tlere was small chance
of thair beine fulfilled in the near future. Jith this realization, many
Poles concluded that the Partisans woere fiehting in vain,

At the same time, political alienments bocame clearer: DBehind the Partisans
stood Ceneral Anders and the "London" Poles, and bshind Lhem stood the Pritish.
In the minds of tho Folish people, anders and the London ~roup are identified
with the larpe capitsolists and feudal lamdowners. Although the "London

Poles have the sympathy and approval of the peopl: for their stand asainst

the Jarsaw regims and the Soviets, it cannot be said thsat many Poles would
want the London rroup in control of the Polish State. The workers and
peagants especially feel that should the London rroup come to power it

would mean a return to the intolerable conditio.as of 1939, with the current
dictatorship of th: Left sumplanted by aa ccually distasteful dictatorship of

the dicht. 50X1-HUM

by continuing their senseless

strurgle they were only ageravating the serious economic condition of the
country, causinv needlegs bloodshed, and providing the Government with an
excuse for stricter measures of oppression,

Out of this dissatisfaction with the political philosophy and the methods of
operation of the Partisane grew the clandsstine Undersround movement.

B,  Urganization

Orranized first among the intelligentsia, and especially in the universities,
the conspiratoriasl Undersround «roups have steadily increased in number and
influence. Althourh it is not possible to say that these groups ars part of
a single orpanization, they are becoming more closely-knit as their number
increases, and eventually may form a tiehtly orpanized, long~term,
elendestine opposition.

The usual form of orranization in the Undereround is that of the small cell.
These are found throuchout Poland, but are concentrated chiefly in the cities.
C. Composition

The Underground includes all elements, but its chief support is amone the
moderate, middle-of=-the-road sroups akin to the PSL. A r~reat many members
of these are former AK men. 7The movement also embraces, howsver, anti-
Communists from the Polish Soeialist Farty, and renepade Cormunists from
the Polish lrker's Party.

Do Strenegth

e s ————

Because ol the inchoate nature of ths movement, no estimate can be made of
Underground strength.

SECEE

/0
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e ifethods and Activities

ine Undersround envisages a lone~ period of plannins snd preparation before it
will be in a position to aet decisively. at presont, therefore, the chisf
concern of the Undersround is the aevelopment of its organization. At the
same time, rreat emphasis is placed on infiltratine the I'PR and ~overnmental

agencies with reliable men on the widest aad hi-hest levels.

1-6
50X1-HUM

as distinsuished from the overt operations of the Partisans, thz Undersround's

operaticns are 11l clandestine. Uccasionally a Soviet statue is blown up or

a prominsnt official is assassinated, but this is dome® mostly for morale
purposes, and not as a result of seneral policy.

r. Attitude of the Sovernment

Aware of thz 2rowing importance of th.: Undergrouad, the Covernment is bending

every effort towards eliminating it. The Undergrcund is considered more
dangerous than the Partisans because it is more elusive and has the
sympathy of the greater part of thc Polish population.

Suppression of the Underground is one of the priority targets of both the UBP

and the Informacja.

Comments on Developments in the Polish Resistance

The hiph point of Partisan strength in Poland was reached in the witter and spring

of 1946, Since that time it has been steadily declinins, partly because of fNovern-
ment action, but largel beczuse more and more of the Partisans have become convinced
of the futility of further Partisan activity, ard have returned to their normal lives.

The ex-Partisans and former AK men have channeled their hostility to the Government

into the Underground. Thus, as the Partisans have become weaker, the Underground

has become stronger. Now that I'ikoYajczyk's "legal" opposition has been 'defcated"

in the recent elections and an amnesty proclaimed Ior the Partisans, it can be
expected that this process will continue, and that the PSL as well as the ex-~

Partisans will increasingly turn to the Underground as the only remaining possibility

of actively contimuing reslstance against the Government.

This document contains information
affecting the national defense of the

United Ptates within the meaning of

the Espionsage Act£ 52, U.S8.C. 31 and
s tr

32 as amended. I

ansmission or

the revelation of its contents in any

manner to asn unauthorized person is

prohibited by law,

'

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/24 : CIA-RDP82-00457R000500200011-6



